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Welcome! 

to our historic, living 
church where the saints 

have gathered to  
worship since 1706! 

 
 
 
 
 
If you are visiting with us 
today, please take a wel-
come brochure (located in 
the card rack on the back of 
each pew) and fill out the 
visitor card. Please place it 
in the offering plate or leave 
it with an usher. 
 
Hearing aids are available. 
Please ask an usher for assis-
tance. 
 
Please silence your cell 
phone. 
 
Did you remember to lock 
your car? 
 
A nursery is available. Please 
ask an usher for directions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frontispiece: 

“The Pharisees testing Jesus”  

by James Tissot 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PROCESSIONAL:  HYMN 423 (Please stand)     St. Denio 

The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

October 29, 2017 

The Holy Eucharist at 11:00 a.m. 

This service may be found in the red Book of Common Prayer beginning on page 355 

 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Opening Voluntary: All praise to Thee, Eternal Lord—Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
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THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE GLORIA IN EXCESLSIS (sung by all)       (Hymnal S-278) 

 
 
In the Collect for Purity, 

we ask God to cleanse our 

hearts and minds of any-

thing that comes between 

Him and us, anything that 

would impede our worship 

of Him. Here we offer our-

selves to the glory of Jesus 

Christ. 

 
 
 
This ancient Greek hymn, 
Gloria in excelsis, begins 
with the words uttered by 
the angels announcing the 
birth of the Savior in Bethle-
hem. The first Latin transla-
tion of this hymn, some-
times called the Greater 
Doxology, appeared in the 
fourth century. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

 People:  And also with you. 

 Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope and charity; 

and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Please be seated for the Lessons 

The Liturgy of  the Word 

THE FIRST LESSON                                          Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of 

Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. You 

shall not render an unjust judgement; you shall not be partial to the poor or de-

fer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go 

around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood 

of your neighbor: I am the Lord. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of 

your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. You 

shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you 

shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

 Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collect is a prayer that 
touches on the theme of the 
Scripture readings and tran-
sitions us from speaking and 
singing God’s praise to lis-
tening to his Holy Scrip-
tures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ 
The Scriptures teach that 
much of our spiritual renew-
al is by the washing of the 
Word of God, which cleans-
es our minds and purifies our 
hearts. This portion of the 
service is known as the Lit-
urgy of the Word, and it 
consists of the readings, the 
sermon, the creed, and the 
prayers of the people. 
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THE SECOND LESSON             1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in 

vain, but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Phi-

lippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of 

God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or 

impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be en-

trusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, 

but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, 

we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek 

praises from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have 

made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse 

tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are 

determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, 

because you have become very dear to us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Scriptures tell us that 
Jesus is the Word that be-
came flesh and dwelled 
among us. In the reading of 
the Holy Gospel, the minis-
ters process with the Gospel 
Book to the Crossing of the 
church to read the selected 
passage and symbolize the 
Word dwelling among us. 
The ministers process to the 
Crossing during this hymn. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God.  

THE PSALM (Sung by the Choir)            Beatus vir                 Psalm 1 (verses 1-7)   

(Blessed is the man) 

1. Blessed is the man that hath not walked in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in 

the way of sinners : and hath not sat in the seat of the scornful.  

2. But his delight is in the law of the Lord : and in his law will he exercise himself day 

and night.  

3. And he shall be like a tree planted by the water-side : that will bring forth his fruit in 

due season.  

4. His leaf also shall not wither : and look, whatsoever he doeth, it shall prosper.  

5. As for the ungodly, it is not so with them : but they are like the chaff, which the 

wind scattereth away from the face of the earth.  

6. Therefore the ungodly shall not be able to stand in the judgement : neither the sin-

ners in the congregation of the righteous.  

7. But the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : and the way of the ungodly shall 

perish.  

Chant by Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
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THE OPENING SEQUENCE:  HYMN 524 (Please stand)                                    St Thomas 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                   Matthew 22:34-46 

 Deacon:        The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

 People:           Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 

together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, 

which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang 

all the law and the prophets.” Now, while the Pharisees were gathered together, 

Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son 

is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then 

that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit 

at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet” ‘? If David thus calls 

him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor 

from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

 Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The word Gospel comes 
from the Old English word, 
gōd-spell,  which means 
“good news” or “glad tid-
ings.” That word developed 
from the Latin word, evange-
lium, and Greek, evangelion, 
which also literally means 
“good news.” These are the 
source of the English words 
“ e v a n g e l i s t ”  a n d 
“evangelism”  
We stand for the reading of 
the Gospel, the Good 
News of Jesus Christ, as a 
way to show the importance 
we place on Jesus’ words 
and actions. We turn and 
face the Gospel Book as it is 
brought towards the congre-
gation. This reminds us that 
Christ came to dwell among 
us, 

THE CLOSING SEQUENCE: HYMN 524               St Thomas 
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THE SERMON         The Reverend Joe Vella 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Nicene Creed is a 
statement of what the Chris-
tian community believes to 
be true about God. It was 
born of rigorous intellectual 
debate in the fourth century, 
culminating in councils of 
the whole church at Nicaea 
in 325 and at Constantinople 
in 381. The word “creed” 
comes from the Latin word 
“credo” which means “I 
believe.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NICENE CREED (Please stand) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, be-

gotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through Him all things were 

made.  For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven: by the power 

of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 

man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death 

and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scrip-

tures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom 

will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glo-

rified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.  Amen. 

 

VISITING TODAY? 

WELCOME TO OLD ST. ANDREW’S PARISH CHURCH! 

Please take one of the Welcome brochures  

in the card rack in your pew, fill out the Visitor Card,  

and place it in the offering plate. 

Thank you! 



 

29 October 2017 9 Welcoming All, Worshipping Christ, Witnessing God’s Love 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS (Please kneel) 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 Silence may be kept 

 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

 deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

 whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

 repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 

 delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a person’s inner life devel-

ops, he or she will become 

increasingly aware that per-

sonal sin - particularly pride 

and selfishness - stifles life in 

God. Whoever gives time to 

self-examination and repent-

ance will soon discover that 

confession is showered with 

greater and greater joy. God 

eagerly longs to forgive those 

who sincerely confess and 

want to change. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence. The people may add their own petitions. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         Form III 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

 That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

 That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for the Anglican Church in North America and our Archbishop, Fo-

ley Beach, for our bishop, Mark Lawrence; for Bishop Bill Skilton; for all bish-

ops, priests, and deacons; especially for our Rector, Fr. Marshall; our assistant, 

Fr. Joe & Deacon Lee; and our church staff. We also pray for St. Andrew’s 

Mission and their Vicar, Fr. Jimmy Gallant, and for San Jose Church in the 

Dominican Republic and their Rector, Fr. Sandino Sanchez. 

 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

 That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

 That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

 That they may be delivered from their distress. 
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THE PEACE (Please stand) 

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 People:  And also with you. 
 Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 At this time the Rector will welcome all to the Lord’s Table and share the announcements of the day. 

  
 To assure us of God’s mer-
cy in Christ, the Celebrant 
pronounces forgiveness and 
the promise of eternal life 
with the making of the sign 
of the cross. It is appropri-
ate at the absolution, as the 
priest makes the sign of the 
cross, for the people of God 
to respond with the making 
of the sign on the cross in 
order to signify that they 
have been blessed in receiv-
ing the forgiveness of their 
sins. 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the Peace, the liturgy 
gives us an opportunity to 
be reconciled with one an-
other so we can approach 
the Eucharist with a clear 
conscience (as Matthew 5:23
-24 bids). We greet 
strangers, friends and family 
in peace and remember that 
we are one in Christ. 
 
 
 
Christians pray. When we 
worship the living God, we 
bring before Him our con-
cerns for ourselves and oth-
ers, for the world, and for 
the church. We also thank 
God for hearing and re-
sponding to our prayers. At 
the Offertory, all of our 
prayers are presented to 
God along with our tithes 
and offerings.  

THE COMFORTABLE WORDS 

 Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. 
Matthew 11:28 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all 

that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-

eous; and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for 

the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

Be Still, My Soul 

Words: Katharina von Schlegel (1697-1768)  

Music: Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) 

1. Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side. Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to your God to order and provide; in every change God faithful  will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

2. Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on when we shall be forever with the Lord, 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

The Christian hymn "Be Still, My Soul", written in German ("Stille meine Wille, dein 
Jesus hilft siegen") in 1752 by Katharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel and translated 
into English in 1855 by Jane Laurie Borthwick (1813–1897). The melody is taken 
from the serene hymn-like section of the patriotic symphonic poem Finlandia, written 
in 1899 and 1900 by the Finnish composer Jean Sibelius. It was later re-worked by the 
composer into a stand-alone piece and the tune is also known as The Finlandia Hymn. 

THE ABSOLUTION 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith 

turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 

sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Laurie_Borthwick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriotism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symphonic_poem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finlandia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finnish_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Sibelius
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Please kneel 

Our altar is The Lord’s Ta-
ble and all baptized Chris-
tians (baptized in the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit) are welcome to re-
ceive Holy Communion 
here.  
 
In the Anglican tradition, 
Communion is received in 
two kinds: in the Bread and 
in the Wine.  The Bread is 
offered first and is typically 
placed in one’s open palm.  
After hearing the words 
“The Body of Christ, the 
bread of Heaven,” the bread 
is ready to be consumed.  A 
chalice bearer will then offer 
the Wine.  As he or she pre-
sents the cup, please gently 
take hold of the base of the 
chalice, helping the chalice 
bearer to guide it toward 
your lips.  
 
If you or your children are 
not baptized, you may re-
ceive a blessing at the altar 
rail from the Priest. Simply 
cross your hands over your 
chest as you kneel at the rail.   
 
Ladies, please “blot” your 
lipstick prior to receiving 
communion, as this will help 
preserve our beautiful altar 
linens.   
 
 
 
The Sanctus is the song of 
the seraphim contained in 
the great vision that the 
prophet Isaiah experienced 
while worshipping in the 
Temple in Jerusalem. This 
vision is recorded in the 6th 
chapter of Isaiah. It is in-
spired by Isaiah’s vision of 
the heavenly court “Holy, 
holy, holy” acknowledging 
the transcendence of God. 

The Holy Communion        

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 

            Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 

 People:         And also with you. 

 Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts. 

 People:         We lift them to the Lord. 

 Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 People:         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by 

his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the com-

pany of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

THE SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS  (sung by all)         (Hymnal S-130) 

Celebrant:  All things come of thee, O LORD, 

People:   And of thine own have we given thee. 

THE PRESENTATION HYMN (Please stand and sing)             OLD HUNDREDTH 
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 When we gather together, 
we remember the presence 
of Jesus. By repeating the 
words and actions of Jesus’ 
last meal with His disciples, 
we join the story and make it 
our own. We don’t just 
watch the drama or listen to 
it unfold, we enter into the 
story as we, too, take the 
bread and wine and eat and 
drink and participate in the 
victory Christ has won for 
us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This AMEN is often called 
the “Great Amen” because 
it is the apex of our liturgy, 
the powerful ending to the 
Eucharist Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer, so 
called because Jesus gave 
this prayer to His disciples 
as an example of how to 
pray, has been a part of Eu-
charistic liturgies since the 
fourth century. The link 
between “our daily bread” 
and the spiritual food we 
receive in the Eucharist is 
very ancient. In the Lord’s 
Prayer, we ask for daily 
bread, meaning the things 
we need to get through each 
day. But as a part of that, the 
sacramental bread is Jesus 
Christ, truly present in this 
bread. When we eat of this 
bread, we most certainly 
receive our daily bread.  
This setting was composed 
by the late Dr. Ricky Duck-
ett, former music director at 
Old St. Andrew’s. 

 Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 

to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 

your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed 

over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Cove-

nant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 

you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 Celebrant and People 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 The Celebrant continues 

 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 

 praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

 offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people 

 the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending 

 life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 

 and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 

 your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your 

 Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

 Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 AMEN. 

 And now, in the words our Savior taught us, we are bold to sing, 
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 THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 

The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 

own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 

Lord, whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 

Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, 

that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

AGNUS DEI (sung by all)         (Hymnal S-158)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Agnus Dei is based on 
John 1:29 and is the Fraction 
Anthem most traditionally 
used in the Western Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Prayer of Humble Ac-
cess is a very distinctive ele-
ment of worship in the An-
glican Tradition. Assembled 
in the earliest prayer books 
by Thomas Cranmer, it in-
cludes phrases and concepts 
from Mark 7:28, the Liturgy 
of St. Basil, a Gregorian col-
lect, John 6:56, and some 
ideas of Thomas Aquinas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you require a gluten-free 
wafer, please ask the priest at 
the altar rail when you kneel for 
Communion. 
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AT THE COMMUNION: WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS 
 
 
 
 
The Christian life is deeply 
personal yet is essentially 
corporate by nature, not pri-
vate. Every act of worship is 
intended not only to glorify 
God for His own sake, but to 
lift up and build up one an-
other in Christ for His sake 
as well. The word “liturgy” 
literally means “the work of 
the people.” A central func-
tion of liturgy is to send the 
message that in a worship 
community there are no by-
standers. It is corporate 
through and through and 
from one end to the other. 
Singing is also a form of 
prayer that can help carry the 
heart to God not only in the 
words being sung but beyond 
the reach of words.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Old St. Andrew’s, we en-
courage you to continue to 
pray by singing both before 
and after you come to the 
Communion Rail. In this 
way, all of us are helping each 
other to lift our hearts con-
tinuously in the midst of re-
ceiving the greatest gift ever 
given: the life of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE COMMUNION ANTHEM: 

 

Thou knowest Lord the secrets of our hearts 

Music: Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 

 

Thou knowest Lord the secrets of our hearts; shut not thy merciful eras unto our prayer; 

But spare us Lord, spare us Lord most holy, O God most mighty, 

O holy and most merciful Savior, thou most worthy judge eternal, 

Suffer us not at our last hour, for any pains of death, to fall from thee. AMEN. 

 

Henry Purcell was an English composer of the middle Baroque period most remem-

bered for his more than 100 songs, the miniature opera Dido and Aeneas, and 

his incidental music to a version of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 

called The Fairy Queen. Purcell, the most important English composer of his time, 

composed music covering a wide field: a wealth of choral music for the church, the 

stage, the court, and private entertainment. In all these branches of composition he 

showed an obvious admiration for the past combined with a willingness to learn from 

the present, particularly from his contemporaries in Italy. With alertness of mind went 

an individual inventiveness that marked him as the most original English composer of 

his time as well as one of the most original in Europe. It is often remarked on that, 

dying at the tender age of 36, one can’t help but wonder about the additional legacy of 

composition and innovations in music we have been denied by Henry’s untimely 

death! 

https://www.britannica.com/art/incidental-music
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/composition
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  After Communion, the Celebrant says 

 Let us pray. 

 Celebrant and People 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living mem-

bers of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

THE BLESSING 

AT THE COMMUNION: FIRST SONG OF ISAIAH: SURELY IT IS GOD WHO SAVES ME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the Eucharistic celebra-
tion ends, we are charged to 
“go forth.” The Holy Eucha-
rist is therefore not an exclu-
sive gathering that separates 
us from the world but a 
charge to reach out beyond 
our own walls to the world 
around us. 
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 RECESSIONAL HYMN 680 (Please stand)                                                     ST ANNE 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 Deacon: Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 

 People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been blessed by 
being here. Now, at the end 
of the service, we are re-
minded that God takes lov-
ing delight in blessing us 
abundantly. We leave in 
peace, forgiven, fed, and 
sent out with a purpose in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scripture quotations are from the 
New Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible, ©1989 Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA.  Used by 
permission. Collects and Psalter transla-
tion are from the Book of Common 
Prayer, 1979. 

THE CLOSING VOLUNTARY: LEAD ON, O KING ETERNAL- (LANCASHIRE) SHURTLEFF 

 


